[Interest of selective lymphadenectomy in patients with vulvar cancer].
Vulvar cancer represents approximately 4% of all gynecologic malignancies and the most important prognosis factor in this cancer is the status of the regional lymph nodes. The radical inguinal lymphadenectomy, associated or not with radiotherapy, is accompanied by high morbidity, which can affect 50% of the patients. The sentinel node detection appears now to be feasible in patients with vulvar carcinoma, in order to reduce the morbidity of inguinal lymphadenectomy. But contrary to breast cancer, the learning curve is not easy to obtain because of the low number of cases. That is why we have described the procedure of selective lymphadenectomy. The aim of this technique is to remove the blue and/or marked inguinal lymph node and any other palpable lymph node, without a real radical inguinal lymphadenectomy. Thus, since November 2003, 4 procedures have been performed in total. With the lymphoscintigraphy, we identified 17 marked lymph node and we finally obtained 28 lymph nodes after surgery, with only one metastatic lymph node. There was no complication after our procedure. Selective lymphadenectomy appears to be a new procedure which may reduce the morbidity of usual inguinal lymphadenectomy.